
Know your options—get 
advice at no extra cost

A TIAA financial consultant 
can help you understand 
your investments, their  
costs and any  
available alternatives. To 
schedule a session, visit 
TIAA.org/schedulenow  
or call TIAA at  
800-732-8353, weekdays, 
8 a.m. to 10 p.m. (ET).

Participating in your employer’s retirement plan is a great start in preparing for your 
future, but if you still have balances in investments that are no longer offered in the 
plan, you may be missing out on lower-cost options on the new menu.

The long-term benefits of lower fees
In the following example, $10,000 earns the same 6% each year in two funds. The only 
difference? One fee is .5% and the other is 1.5%. After 40 years, the lower-cost fund 
resulted in almost $28,000 more for retirement.

Lower-cost vs. higher-cost fund
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This graph represents a hypothetical illustration. Lower expenses do not necessarily result in higher returns. 
The table also assumes a 6% annual return on investment. It does not represent the actual performance of 
any TIAA account, nor does it reflect expenses or taxes, which would reduce performance. Total returns and 
the principal value of the accounts will fluctuate and yields may vary. This table cannot predict or project 
investment performance. There were no withdrawals during the period indicated.

This material is for informational or educational purposes only and does not constitute fiduciary investment advice under ERISA, a securities 
recommendation under all securities laws, or an insurance product recommendation under state insurance laws or regulations. This material 
does not take into account any specific objectives or circumstances of any particular investor, or suggest any specific course of action. 
Investment decisions should be made based on the investor’s own objectives and circumstances.

You should consider the investment objectives, risks, charges, and expenses carefully before investing. Please call  
877-518-9161 or go to TIAA.org for current product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other information.  
Please read the prospectuses carefully before investing.
Investment, insurance, and annuity products are not FDIC insured, are not bank guaranteed, are not bank deposits, are 
not insured by any federal government agency, are not a condition to any banking service or activity, and may lose value.
TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Member FINRA, distributes securities products. Annuity contracts and certificates are issued 
by Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America (TIAA) and College Retirement Equities Fund (CREF), New York, NY. Each is solely 
responsible for its own financial condition and contractual obligations.
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Are you paying the price for  
high fees?
Every investment has fees—even those in your retirement plan.  
Those you’ve chosen could be costing you more than they should.
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